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KCCNA 2017-2018 Highlights 

1. Supporting and promoting our youth and young adults. 

On the very first day of our office, we allotted $10,000.00 to the KCYLNA to assist 
 them with the youth convention and other activities. 

2. Project Deepti fund. 

Due to some technical problems the fund collected by the previous KCWFNA       
 executive members that assist financially challenged Knanaya girls in India ( Project 
 Deepti  Fund) could not be deposited in India as planned earlier. It was deposited in a       
 separate restricted account #. .......21 operated by KCWFNA on March 25th 2017, as 
 per the decision of the resolution meeting held on March 24th, 2017. Hence, the fund 
 can be later used for the purpose it was raised. 

3. DKCC 
      Mr. Saju Kannampally and Mr. Manoj Thanath were nominated to the executive 
 committee of DKCC to represent KCCNA as Vice President and Treasurer, respect
 tively.  

4. Leaders’ summit 

    Leaders’ summit was held in Houston on June 10th, 2017.  Many national council 
 members and former president and sectaries of KCCNA actively participated in the 
 Summit and discussed many current issues of the Knanaya Community. They came 
to  the summit with suggestions and action plans to improve KCCNA functions.  

5. National council 

    National Council was held in Houston on June 11th, 2017. 

6. Inauguration of activities of KCCNA 

      Formal inauguration of the activities of the current KCCNA Executive and National 
 Council was held on June 11th, 2017. 

7. Website Committee 

 Website Committee was formed with Mr. Joboy Manalel as liaison and Mr. Tozin 
 Abraham as the chairman. 

8. WhatsApp groups 

WhatsApp groups: “Unity our strength” (for all local association presidents and 
 secretaries), KCCNA trinity (KCCNA, KCWFNA, and KCYLNA officers), KCCNA 
 executive, and KCCNA officers were created to enhance the communication process 
 of KCCNA. 

9. Resolution and Mediation Commission  

    Previous RMC was resolved and new RMC was formed with Prof. Meyamma Peter 
 Vettikkattu as liaison and Dr. Stephen Pottoore as the chairman. The new RMC was 
 approved by the executive meeting on 07/11/2017 and several meetings were con
 ducted to discuss the current community issues. In addition to the members, the     
 advisors Dr. Shiens Akasala and Rev. Fr. Abraham Orappankal also participated    
 actively in all meetings. 
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10. Sad demise of ArchBishop Mar Kuriakose Kunnassery. 
First Arch Bishop of the Knanaya Archdiocese of Kottayam, His Grace Mar Kuria

 kose Kunnassery passed away on June 14th 2017. Official condolence meeting was 
 held and KCCNA President, Mr. Baby Manakunnel and RVP of Chicago,             
 Mr. Jaimon Nanthikat, representing KCCNA went to India to attend Mar Kuriakose 
 Kunnassery’s  funeral.  

 

11. First Mediation meeting held in Chicago 

    A mediation meeting was held with His Excellency, Bishop Joseph Pandarasseril, 
 Rev. Fr. Thomas Mulavanal and representatives of KCCNA, Mr. Baby Manakunnel, 
 Prof. Meyamma Peter Vettikkattu, Mr. Abraham Puthiyadathuseril, Mr. Soman 
 Kottoor and Mr. Jaimon Nanthikat to discuss and resolve the issues in New York and 
 Tampa between the local associations and the local Knanaya parishes. They were 
 able to create an action plan to solve current issues. The mediation team decided to 
 resolve the issues completely with more face to face discussions. 

12. Yuvajanavedi Summit. 

     Yuvajanavedi summit was held in Chicago on July 14th - 16th 2017. Around 80 
 young adults actively participated. Study classes were done by Dr. Shiens Akasala. 
 President Mr. Baby Manakunnel, executive Vice President, Prof. Meyamma       
 Vettikkattu, Chicago RVP Mr. Jaimon Nanthikat attended. It was a very successful 
 event organized by advisors, Mr. Arun Nellamattom and team. 

13. Petition to His Excellency Bishop Mulhall. 

       After several meetings and robust discussions RMC finalized the petition and sent it   
 to His Excellency, Bishop Mulhall. This was a joint petition signed by KCCNA     
 President and the Vicar General of Knanaya Region. Our heartfelt gratitude to the   
 advisors and all members of RMC. We Received the acknowledgement letter from 
 Bishop Mulhall in two weeks, stating that our request will be considered.  

14. Senior Citizen Forum, Yuvajanavedi, and KYAA. 

     Executive committee decided to make Senior Citizen Forum , Yuvajanavedi, and 
 Knanaya young adults association (KYAA) as official subunits of KCCNA and to 
 form official units in all member associations as far as possible. Formal constitutions 
 for each were drafted and submitted to the constitution committee for approval. 

15. Contract for KCCNA convention 2018. 

  Signed contract with Georgia World Convention Center and Omni Hotel on 
 08/21/2017 to conduct the 13th KCCNA convention from July 19th through 22nd 
 2018. 

16. Houston Harvey relief fund. 

 An amount of $5,700.00 was collected just within two weeks towards Harvey Relief 
 Fund and handed over to Honorable Mayor of Houston by President, Mr. Baby 
 Manakunnel and National Council  Members from Houston. Special thanks to our 
 Treasurer, Mr. Anil Mattappallikunnel for organizing the fundraiser.  
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17. Convention National kickoff. 
 
  For the first time in the history of KCCNA a formal National Kick off for the 13th 
 convention was held in Atlanta. It was followed by convention kick offs in most of 
 the  member associations. 

18. Convention chairman, PROs, and convention committee. 

    Mr. Simon Illikattil has been nominated as the convention chairman by Atlanta unit. 
 Around 50 committees are formed, chairpersons and co-chair persons have been    
 appointed for each and every committee and are working in full capacity to make 
 this convention a grand success. Steering committee, Convention committee, and the 
 two PROs, Dr. Jose Thoompanal and Mr. Jose Kaparambil are working hard for the          
 success of this convention. 

19. Meetings with Executive Members of all Units. 

      Conference call meetings with the Presidents and Secretaries or their representatives 
 from each member associations are called on a regular basis with the officers and the 
 executive as needed to ensure the active participation of each unit in the planning 
 and functioning of KCCNA. 

20. KCYLNA Youth Convention. 

   KCYLNA  Youth Convention was held in Philadelphia on August 2nd -4th. We are 
 very proud of our KCYLNA President, Jake Illikal, and his board members for      
 organizing such a great event. Mr. Anil Mattappallikunnel (KCCNA treasurer),      
 Mr. Clement Pathiyil, Mr. Sunny Parackal, Mr. Sony Kodinjiyil, Other executive  
 committee members from Philadelphia, and Mr. Aby Karithuruthel, Biju Muprapally 
 and James Alappat from New York were helping the youth to conduct it in a very 
 professional manner.  

21. KCYLNA Youth summit. 

   KCYL summit was held in Dallas on December 27- 30th of 2017. Mr. Anil           
 Mattappallikunnel , (KCCNA treasurer) Stephen Cherukara, Lijo Matchanickal, 
 Thommachan Mukalel, and  Simi Pottoore, from Dallas, Smitha Thottam from New 
 York and other volunteers from Dallas worked hard to make it a grand success. For 
 the first time in history, registration for this summit was closed within 12 minutes of 
 opening. Jake Illikal and KCYLNA board member made such great and fun filled 
 weekend for the young Knanaya youth. Please Congratulate our KCYLNA board 
 members for their hard work and determination for our Knanaya community.  

22. KCWFNA summit. 

    For the first time in the history of KCCNA and KCWFNA, the women’s wing, 
 KCWFNA conducted a women’s summit on 13th,14th and 15th of October 2017 at 
 Bally’s Hotel in Las Vagas. 225 women form all across the United State flew into 
 the event for a fun filled weekend. KCCNA President, Treasurer, and Rev, Fr. Shiju 
 Mudakkodil, attended the inauguration of the summit. It was very unique and       
 colorful event, well managed and coordinated by the executive committee of  
 KCWFNA under the leadership of Mrs. Smitha Vettuparappuram. KCWFNA also 
 initiated the program  called, “Women on the move” to enhance the physical and 
 mental well-being of our women. KCCNA wholeheartedly supported all the projects 
 of KCWFNA to empower our Knanaya women. KCCNA also appreciates Las Vegas 
 Knanaya Association for their hard work and support for this event. 
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23. Shibu Arackal Support Fund. 

    An amount of $12,750.00 was collected towards the charity fund just within one 
 week to help Mr. Shibu Arackal in Kaipuzha. I would like to thank our KCCNA 
 Treasurer, Anil, for coordinating this fundraiser. The check was handed over to the 
 family of Shibu Arackal by Mr. Baby Manakunnel, KCCNA President, with the     
 esteemed presence of Mr. Soman Kottoor, RVP western region, Mr. Shiju             
 Appozhiyil, unit President of Los Angeles, Mr. Mathukutty Chamakala from LA, a
 nd Rev. Fr. James Cheruvil (parish vicar). 

24. Second Mediation Meeting for Tampa and Miami Community Issues. 

    Another Mediation meeting was held in Tampa on December 20th, 2017 under the 
 leadership of President, Mr. Baby Manakunnel and Joint Secretary, Mr. Rajan        
 Padavathil with the unit representatives of KCCCF, Mr. Sunil Madhavapallil 
 (president), and Mr. Joy Vattaparambil (Vice President) and Tampa Knanaya parish 
 priest, Rev. Fr. Sauriamakil. The issues at that time were resolved and                     
 Fr. Sauriamakil participated in the Convention Kick off held in the community center 
 Owned by KCCCF on December 31st 2017. 

            On the same day, December 20th 2017, another mediation meeting was held in Mia
 mi  with Rev. Fr. Suni Padinjarekara, Knanaya parish Priest in Miami, Mr. Abraham 
 Puthiyidathusseril, Mr. Joseph Pathiyil, Church Trustees,  Mr. Byju Vandannoore, 
 KCASF President , and Mr. Manoj Thanath, KCASF Secretary, with Mr. Baby 
 Manakkunnel  and Mr. Rajan Padavathil. 
   
 The decision was to schedule another meeting after  February 15th  with VG Rev. Fr. 
 Thomas Mulavanal, representatives of KCCNA , KCASF, and Knanaya church in 
 Miami. 

 25. Annual National Council meeting. 
 
       The second national council meeting was held in Atlanta on December 2nd, 2017. 
 KCCNA Audited financial statement was presented by the KCCNA Treasurer during 
 this National Council Meeting.  

26. Second Mediation Meeting for New York issue. 

      A second mediation meeting to resolve New York issue was held in January 12th 
 with His Grace, ArchBishop Mathew Moolakatt and Mr. Baby Manakunnel 
 (President) , Soman Kottoor (RVP Western Region), and Mr. Sanjay Pillaveettil 
 (President, IKCC, New York). 

27. New Directive to Bishop Angadiath and meeting at Kakkanad. 

     When His Grace, Arch Bishop Mathew Moolakatt received a copy of the new           
 directive from Oriental Congregation dated 12/18/2017, which was contradictory to 
 the  membership criteria in all the Knanaya personal Parishes all over the world, 
 he called for a meeting of all lay leaders and religious leaders at Kakkanad. Our    
 President Mr.  Baby Manakunnel attended the meeting with all the religious leaders 
 including His  Eminence, Cardinal George Alencherry, His Grace, Arch Bishop    
 mar Mathew Moola katt, His Excellency mar Joseph Pandarasseril, mar Jacob    
 Angadiath,  and VG Rev. Fr. Thomas Mulavanal at Kakkanad on January 23rd 2018 
 and explained the stand of  KCCNA regarding the membership in our churches. 
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28. KCCNA delegates to Oriental Congregation. 

        KCCNA sent three delegates, Prof. Meyamma Peter Vettikkattu, executive            
 Vice President, Dr. Stephen Pottoore, chairman of  RMC, and Mr. Jaimon Nanthikat, 
 RVP, Chicago, to attend the audience with secretary of Oriental Congregation, His 
 Grace, ArchBishop Cyril Vasil, and Prefect of Oriental Congregation, His Eminence 
 Cardinal  Leonardo Sandri. The delegates had opportunity to talk with His Grace, 
 ArchBishop Cyril Vasil for 45 minutes and His Eminence, Cardinal Sandri for 10 
 minutes and were able to convince them about the contradiction  in the recent di
 rective and the community’s views and sensitivity about the issue. We are currently 
 waiting for their reply to our meeting after the dicastery meeting. 

29. Report of the Delegation to Rome. 

The community was notified with conference calls with the officers, executive, 
 RMC, SPC members and with all unit presidents and secretaries in detail within the 
 next two days of their arrival back to US. A lot of people also clarified their 
 doubts through direct phone calls to the delegates also. An official concise report and 
 a detailed report of the delegation to Oriental Congregation were also sent to the                      
 community through an official email communication of KCCNA after two weeks. 

30. Officers’ Meetings and Executive Committee Meetings. 

      We conducted officers’ meeting once a week, every Thursday’s and executive     
 meeting once or twice a month or as needed and discussed all issues and formulated 
 the plans and decisions and we always worked with the principle of “agree to         
 disagree” and the decisions were made by majority opinion according to the         
 democratic principle. 

31. KCCNA Raffle. 

         KCCNA has launched a fundraising project as raffle tickets, which is mutually, and 
 in fact, more beneficial to our member associations with 50% cash back to build and 
 support our community centers in each unit. This will also help KCCNA to create a 
 charity fund for the less fortunate in our community. The drawing of the raffle will 
 be on the last day of 2018 KCCNA convention in Atlanta which is the 22nd of July 
 2018. 

 
       We do promise each and every one of you that we will work to the best of our ability 
 to uphold the principles and the constitution of KCCNA and to protect and bring 
 peace and harmony to our beloved community. I would like to thank all my Execu
 tive Committee members, local unit presidents and secretaries, and National Council 
 Members for their hard work this past year. I would like to use this opportunity to      
 express our wholehearted gratitude to each and every one of you for your immense 
 support and encouragement.  
 
 Thank You, 

 Baby Philip Manakkunnel, 

 KCCNA President 

 March 3, 2018 


