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MEETING MINUTES

Location - Knanaya Catholic Society of Chicago, Knanaya Center
1800 E Oakton St, Des Plaines, IL 60018

Subject - National Council Meeting Date/Time — Sep 20, 2025, 09:00 AM - 5:00 PM
Facilitator — James Illikal (President) Scribe — Vipin Chalungal (Gen Secretary)
Attendees (X) — See Attached List

Disclaimer:

o The minutes and any related materials shared during the meeting are intended solely for KCCNA
National Council Members. These documents contain internal information and are not to be shared
publicly in any form — including social media, messaging platforms, or email — without the explicit
consent of the KCCNA Executive Committee.

Unauthorized distribution or disclosure of this content undermines the confidentiality and integrity
of our Council's operations.

By participating in or continuing to read these minutes and related materials, you acknowledge and
agree to uphold this confidentiality.

Prayer

Welcome speech

Presidential Address

Secretary’s Report

KCCNA Financial Report - Treasurer
KCYLNA Report

KCWFNA Report

KCYNA Report

DKCC Update

KYA Update

Approval of Vancouver Unit
Convention Presentation & Award
Court Case Updates

Any other item approved by Chair
Vote of Thanks

1.
2.
3.
4,
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
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Meeting Minutes:

Topic Details

President James lllikal opened the meeting by requesting Secretary Vipin
Chalungal to confirm if there was quorum. Vipin confirmed that there were more




KNANAYA CATHOLIC CONGRESS OF NORTH AMERICA @
[KCCNA] L o
A0 Carrsge Oa nar, FL, 33584

WL DL NAL e

than 50 NC members present at the start of the meeting representing at least 5
regions.

Prayer Fr. Boban Vattampurath led us in prayer, also paying special respect to the
recently departed Fr. Joseph Manapuram, as well as the first KCCNA President,
Mr. Abraham Niravath, who passed away recently.

Oath of office There was one NC member present who had not taken the Oath of Office.
President James lllikal led Johny lllikattil from Atlanta in taking the Oath of Office.

Agenda overview Vipin Chalungal explained today’s agenda items.

Welcome Message Matt Vilangattucheril, KCS Chicago Vice President, welcomed everyone to the
NC meeting in Chicago in the absence of KCS Chicago President, Jose
Anamala.

Presidential Address
President James lllikal gave a message in which he appreciated all the NC
members who joined in person, as well as KCS Chicago for hosting. He
requested active participation and a productive meeting. He also touched on
various interactions and events that he and the EC were able to participate in
over the last six months.

He also appreciated the hard efforts of the KCCNA sub-organizations and their
active involvement in engaging our community through various activities that truly
bring value to our community.

James lllikal provided an update on the upcoming KCCNA convention,
specifically mentioning the difficulty in finding a suitable location that meets our
needs. Since the identified location is in Fort Lauderdale, the Tampa and Miami
units had discussions to jointly host the convention for the best outcome.

He appreciated the participation of the various individuals who have been
instrumental in executing our vision over the last six months, as well as
highlighted some of the upcoming initiatives.

He also expressed appreciation to the NC members who have provided the $100
donation and requested any remaining NC members to make their payments
today if possible.

Minutes from NY NC
(3/22/2025) Minutes from the NY NC Meeting were shared with NC members prior to the
meeting. They were reviewed by all before the NC meeting, and any questions or
feedback were requested.

Shaji Edat requested that the names of the Election Commission be added to the
report. Action was assigned to Vipin to add the details before sharing.

The Minutes were passed:
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e Proposed by: Shaji Edat

e Seconded by: Berney Mullapaally

Activity report from last 6
months

Vipin Chalungal provided a detailed overview of the many activities (previously
shared with the NC for review) conducted over the past six months and
requested further participation from the NC and the community to accomplish big
things going forward.

Jimmy Kunnacherry provided feedback that KCCNA should look into creating
historical content to be shared on YouTube so that we can spread our history to
the next generation. This was discussed briefly, and Jain Kannachanparambil
expressed interest in supporting this initiative.

A motion was proposed to officially pass the various appointments (Legal
Advisors, Auditors, Advisors, Youth Officers). It was unanimously passed by the
National Council.

e Proposed by: Jimmy Kunnacherry

e Seconded by: Stacy Kunnassery

KCYLNA Update

Alvin Pinarkayil provided an overview of the various events that were executed
over the past months:

e St. Patrick’s Day event in Chicago

10K National Basketball event in New York

Takeover events in Texas, California, and another one in Chicago today

Supported the start of a Western Ontario KCYL Unit

Alvin thanked the NC for all their support.

Sneha Palapuzhamattam gave a detailed activity report on the many initiatives
KCYLNA has been able to execute during their term. She also provided an
update on the upcoming KCYLNA Summit in Atlanta, Georgia, with registration
starting shortly.

President Alvin Pinarkayil also provided an overview of KCYLNA's accounts. He
explained how the takeover events serve as a way to generate income for local
KCYL units while also increasing participation in the summit.

Stephen Kidarathil voiced his appreciation for KCYLNA’s hard work, noting his
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own positive experience during the Basketball Tournament held in New York.

KCWFNA Update

Maria Kaitharam provided an overview of the Activity Report, highlighting various
ongoing activities such as seminars (Wills & Trusts), chain rosary, charity work,
and various competitions to engage the Women’s Forum members.

She noted that planning is in the final stages for the KCWFNA Summit, with over
350 participants expected in Mexico.

Additionally, two upcoming seminars are planned, as well as the National Council
meeting in November.

KCYNA Updates

Luke Kunnel and Punnoose Vanchipurackal provided updates.

Luke Kunnel provided an activity report on various ongoing initiatives, with a
focus on the upcoming Knanayam 2025 in Orlando. Registration has been
successful, with approximately 225 participants expected.

One challenge being faced is that local KCS associations have rules requiring
membership in the associations for registration, which has created difficulties for
many youth. This was discussed briefly, and local associations were requested to
consider how best to address this situation, with the focus on increasing
participation. This is a local decision and should be discussed within each unit.

Yuvajanavedhi is celebrating 25 years since its inception, and this milestone is
being recognized as part of the celebrations.

A financial overview of KCYNA activities was also provided.

KCYNA President Punnoose Vanchipurackal spoke specifically about Knanayam
2025 and highlighted some of the new initiatives planned as part of this event.

Treasurers Report

Jojo Tharayil started by thanking the previous EC for ensuring a smooth
handover.

Jojo provided an overview of the various KCCNA and sub-organization accounts,
which had also been included in the registration package for all NC members in
attendance.

Jobin Marangattil and Stephen Kidarathil asked a few questions, and responses
were provided.

There was a discussion about convention souvenirs. General feedback
suggested that the souvenir should be released within six months or provided as
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a digital copy.
e Proposed by: Shaji Palliveettil
e Seconded by: Kennedy Enchanattil
Jojo also provided an overview of legal expenditures to date. A total of $77,991

has been spent across multiple terms. This was a follow-up item from the last NC
meeting.

KYA Update
Dr. Susan Thengumtharayil provided an update on KYA topics.

The goal is to organize activities for young adults to help them build connections.
A strong group of young adults has come forward to help organize these
activities. The first event is planned to step slightly outside the usual format,
focusing on providing more opportunities for interaction. A tentative location in
Montreal has been identified for this event.

Another activity is also being considered in Las Vegas.

BC Canada Unit
Approval Minu Kodunninam Kunnel provided an overview of the association and its details.
The unit has requested full inclusion of the association in KCCNA and has
provided all necessary documentation for this.

The quorum required to make constitutional changes is 50% (73). The quorum
for this meeting was only 68; therefore, the NC was not able to officially approve
the association’s inclusion in KCCNA.

The constitution was reviewed and it was confirmed that in an NC meeting held
at least 30 days from now, this matter can be brought up with a lower quorum.
The EC will confirm this with the Legal Advisors before the next NC meeting.

Convention Presentation
Jaimol Moosariparambil, Arun Powathil, and Joby Uralil provided an overview of
the convention facility in Fort Lauderdale. The convention center was identified
after a thorough search and offers the best opportunity for a successful
convention.

The convention center contract has been signed, and a kitchen buyout has been
negotiated.

An overview video of the convention center was played for NC members. A
financial projection for the convention has also been assembled and shared with
those present. Jaimol emphasized that the success of the convention depends
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on everyone working together to meet our goals, especially regarding
sponsorship.

NC members asked several clarifying questions, with responses provided as
follows:

e Has the second hotel been contracted? No contract has been signed, but
preliminary talks have taken place.

Rooms: 600 rooms have been blocked at the Omni.

Siblings (married): Considered as a separate family.

If we exceed 600 rooms, can local Miami associations stay at their
homes? So far, this has not been considered; the preference is for all
participants to stay at the hotel.

Walking distance from the second hotel: 5 minutes.

Registration start: Please ensure registration begins in October 2025.

Sit-down dinner instead of buffet: This would increase registration costs
by over $100.

Banquet duration: Request to keep it as short as possible.
Discussions have already taken place between the Miami and Tampa units. The
agreement reached is that the Convention Chair will be from Tampa, with a

co-chair from the Miami unit.

Rajan Padavathil proposed passing the convention proposal, including hosting by
Miami and the dates of August 6-10.

e Seconded by: Jaimon Vettukallel
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Case Updates
Siju Cheruvankalayil started by expressing his gratitude to Chicago KCS for
organizing the NC meeting, as well as to our Spiritual Director, Fr. Boban
Vattampurath, for fully joining us today.

Navikarana Samithi:

e The court case has not been posted and has been pending for some time.

Circular-related case filed by KCCNA:
e We have an interim injunction from last October.

e Kottayam AD has not filed an appeal yet, so the status quo continues.

Jimmy Kunnacherry mentioned that there was an update on this case this past
Thursday. He also noted that the lawyer working for KCCNA had previously
handled the Biju Uthuppu case. He questioned the value of KCCNA being
involved in this case, noting the additional expenses it would incur. He asked if
the NC had any concerns about not being part of the cases and requested the
NC consider that option, especially since DKCC is also pursuing similar efforts.

President James lllikal provided high-level feedback, stating that the
administration does not intend to spend any significant amount on the court
cases going forward.

John Vilangattusseril provided an update on the reasons why the Navikarana
Samithi case was filed several years ago. He expressed his preference to let the
trial continue, provided there are no major pending expenses. He noted that the
previous administration under Shaji Edat had already spent 12 lakhs toward this
cause. Regarding the Circular-related case, he stated it could end if the bishop
withdraws the existing order.

Shaiji Edat clarified that only 1 lakh has been spent on the Circular-related case;
the rest was for the Navikarana Samithi case. He emphasized the importance of
continuing case efforts for the existence of KCCNA. He also clarified that
Srikumar Sir only spent a few hours on the Biju Uthuppu case in court and has
not otherwise represented Biju Uthuppu, which is normal for a lawyer.

Divya Vallippadavil provided feedback that the previous decisions regarding the
case were made by the then NC, based on the understanding that the case
challenged our “Janmam and Karmam” policy. She requested that the NC not
devalue those previous decisions.

Celin Charath commented that KCCNA being involved in two cases—one with
the AD and one against—can be confusing for the younger generation.

Phils Mappalasseril suggested that KCCNA consider optimizing its involvement in
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the cases, possibly by supporting efforts without being a direct party.

Babu Thaiparambil expressed that, currently, even the Navikarana Samithi case
is unlikely to have a positive impact and asked whether KCCNA can do
something to help our Bishop reconsider his decision.

James lllikal expressed that from the AD only “Janmam” is being presented as a
requirement for being Knanaya.

Jimmy Kunnacherry requested that the KCCNA EC not spend any more money
towards the Navikarana Samithi case.

Jayamol Moosariparambil expressed that the challenge is that in the US is that
we don’t have the same terms as in Kottayam. She requested some feedback
from Boban Achen on the same topic.

Update from Bobban
Achen - KCCNA Spiritual | Bobban Achen provided a positive message to the NC members, appreciating
Director the efforts of all leaders and sub-organizations, especially in many of the religious
initiatives.

He spoke about his involvement in past conventions and expressed his
happiness that clergy and religious segments have been part of these events. He
emphasized his desire for a conflict-free path toward the upcoming convention.

Regarding the court cases, he mentioned that the Navikarana Samithi case is
very important and that the Kottayam AD will continue to pursue it to the fullest
extent. He expressed satisfaction that KCCNA is supporting this effort.

Regarding the Circular-related case, he explained that the circular was based on
canon law. While it brings strong emotions for members, it essentially states that
the circular does not prevent members from maintaining their relationship with
the Kottayam AD. For example, if a member returns to Kottayam for three
months, they can once again be part of that parish.

He also shared that Bishop Moolakatt has emphasized in several associations
that the presence of churches in the U.S. is due to strong Knanaya associations.
The Knanaya Personal Parish was specifically created by Rome for our people in
the U.S. and is exclusively for Knanaya members.

James lllikal provided feedback that the challenge lies within the “Janmam &
Karmam” issue.

Bobban Achen clarified that, according to the “Sabha Niyamam,” Karmam can be
a challenge; however, our churches manage this by politely asking those who
marry outside the community to join the non-Knanaya parish.

DKCC Update.
DKCC Secretary Augustin Puthenpura was invited to the NC meeting to
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participate; however, he was unable to attend. Instead, he provided a report,
which was read by Joy Paradiyil from New York.

The report included updates about the cases DKCC is involved in. He
emphasized that the community should work together to achieve our goals,
particularly concerning church structure, and that our actions are intended to
ensure a bright future for the next generation of Knanaya members.

James lllikal provided an update regarding the DKCC court case and the request
for the KCCNA Secretary and President to become part of DKCC. Since this
would violate the KCCNA constitution, an amicable proposal was suggested: the
elected delegate from Chicago (Sajan Pachilamackil) would step back, and Vipin
Chalungal KCCNA Secretary, also from Chicago, would become a DKCC
delegate. This approach satisfies the requirements of both constitutions.

Sajan officially expressed that he will resign so that Vipin Chalungal can
represent the region in DKCC.

e Proposed by: Xavier Chirayil

e Seconded by: Johny lllikattil

Other Iltems
Financial Sub Committee:

e Some volunteers were requested; however, no NC members volunteered
from the floor. The EC will try to fill this committee, as it is very much
needed for a bright KCCNA future.

Invitation for Clargy

e Jimmy Kunnacherry explained that if there is a need to invite the Bishop
to the next Convention to hear a similar statement as the previous
Convention, at least the NC members should be informed in advance
about who is being invited to the Convention.

o James lllikal cited the portion of the constitution that states the
position of the Kottayam Bishop and how we cannot violate the
constitution. Hence, not inviting the Bishop would require a
constitutional change.

Joy Paradiyil expressed that the intent should be to invite but not pay for
their expenses.

o This will be based on the convention and the financial availability
at the time and is to be reviewed. James lllikal also expressed that
maybe we can look at not providing a “donation.”

o A quick show of hands was requested to see if anyone else
supports not paying for guests’ tickets. No other hands were
raised.
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Study on virtual meetings:

e We need a committee to study the feasibility of incorporating virtual
meetings with more details in the constitution. Making major decisions is
one example.

e Berny Mullapallil and Kennedy Enchanattil have expressed their interest.

Long term planning on how to identify convention centers:

e So that we can plan better for future conventions, how can we structure
our constitution? This needs to be studied.

e Volunteers were requested from the NC, but no one stepped forward. The
EC will attempt to find members.

Souvenir related discussion:

e Currently, there are challenges with how quickly it is released. Maybe
moving to a digital format could be a good option.
The general feedback was that it should be released relatively quickly
regardless of the format.
Another proposed option is to make it digital with an additional fee for a
hard copy.

Committee to help make progress on Church/Community topics:

e Babu Thaiparambil explained that we should have a committee to look
into what actions KCCNA should take on these matters (long term).
The proposal is a good one, and we can look into how best to implement
it.
Boban Achen provided various clarifications regarding the Syro Malabar
Diocese and our part in it.

How to improve our community (Salby Makil):

e While church topics are important, we also need to put enough emphasis
on how to improve our community. We need to add such topics to the
agenda as well.

One cause may be the way we conduct our elections, and this should be
considered.

NC unanimously agreed that the $100 fee mentioned in the constitution for
missing two consecutive NC meetings should be enforced in the future.

Some concerns were brought up regarding churches and associations working
together. Several examples were mentioned and also discussed with Boban
Achen. Boban Achen expressed that he is listening and will bring up some of
these topics in the next meeting with the Achens.
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Minutes

The minutes were read and proposed for approval.
Vipin to review and update any spelling of names.
Proposed by Minu Kodunninam Kunnel

Seconded by Phils Mappilassery

Vote of Thanks

Jacom Kusumalayam thanked everyone for a great meeting.
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Arizona - Lisy Pulickathottil
Arizona - Jose Parappally
Atlanta - Johny Illikattil

Atlanta - Cibi
Mulayanikunnel

Atlanta - James
Kallarakaniyil

Atlanta - Jesney Kottiyanickal
Atlanta - Shajumon Thekkel
Atlanta - Biju Athimattathil
Boston - Joboy Manalel
Boston - Noel Charath
Canada - John Thachett
Canada - Jaice Chelampath
Canada - Jobi
Valiyaputhenpurayil

Canada - Stani Thottam

Canada - Peter
Madathiparambil

Canada - Minu Kodunninam
Kunnel

Canada - Stephen Palakunnel
Canada - Calgary - Thomas
Mundackal

Canada - Calgary - Jaisy
Vanchipurackal

Canada - Calgary - Celine
Charath

Canada - Chatham - Feby
Thykakathu

Canada - Chatham - Majeesh
Keezhedathumalayil

Canada - Chatham - Shelly
Puthenpurayil

Canada - Chatham - Rijo
Mangattu

Canada - Edmonton - Joby
Vallithottam

Canada - Edmonton - Thomas
Vanchipurackal

Canada - Winnipeg - Biji
Kaipparettu

Canada - Winnipeg - Rony
Kocheril

Canada - Winnipeg - Giju
Nanthikattu
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Chicago - Jose Anamalayil
Chicago - Shaji Palliveettil
Chicago - Matt
Vilangattusseril

Chicago - Chris Kattapuram

Chicago - Teena
Neduvampuzha

Chicago - Jaison
Aikaraparambil

Chicago - Jomy Edayadiyil
Chicago - Anand Akasala
Chicago - Vipin Chalungal
Chicago - Dibin Vilangukallel
Chicago - Sajan
Pachilammakkil

Chicago - Babu Thaiparambil
Dallas - Baiju Alappattu

Dallas - Binoy
Puthenmadathil

Dallas - Sylvester
Kodunninam Kunnel

Dallas - Dr. Stephen Pottoore
Dallas - Gigy Kunnasseril
Dallas - Bibin Villoothara
Dallas - Sujith Visacanthara

Dallas - Thankachen
Kizhakkepurathu

Dallas - Xavier Chirayil
Dallas - Lucy Tharayil
Dallas - Kevin Pallatumadam

Detroit - Jain
Kannachanparambil

Detroit - Jince Thanath
Detroit - James Kooplicat
Detroit - Joby Mangalathet
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Houston - Thomas
Neettukattu

Houston - Joms Kizhakekattil

Houston - Kennady
Enchanattil

Houston - Joseph
Kannachanparambil

Houston - Dilu Kattapuram

Houston - Jimmy
Kunnacherry

Houston - Phils Mappilassery
Houston - Sunny Plathottathil
Houston - Jojo Cyriac
Tharayil

Houston - Peter Valimattathil
Houston - Sudha Alappattu

Houston - Thimothy
Kandarappallil

Las Vegas - John
Mangalathettu

Las Vegas - James
Kollaparambil

Los Angeles - Jose
Vadasserikunnel

Los Angeles - Monai
Mammoottil

Los Angeles - Rani
Chamakala

Los Angeles - Emon
Thengumthara

Los Angeles - Timmy Thottam
Miami - Aby Thekkanat
Miami - Manju
Veliyantharayil

Miami - Jacob Padavathil
Miami - Jibish Maniyattel
Miami - Arun Powathil
Minnesota - George Thottiyil
Minnesota - Dipu
Konnanickal

Minnesota - Godwin
Kochupurackal
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New York - Stephen
Kidarathil

New York - Salby Makil

New York - Mini Thayil

New York - Sabu Thadipuzha
New York - Renji Manalel

New York - Jacob
Kusumalayam

New York - Berny Mullapallil
New York - Chacko Manimala
New York - Joy Paradiyil

New York - Saji Orapankal

New York - Siju
Cheruvankalayil

New York - Sajan
Bhagavathikunnel

Ohio - Dr. Divya Vallippadavil
Ohio - Sismon Tharackal

Philadelphia - Thomas (Tom)
Mangattundathil
Philadelphia - Don Vayalil
Philadelphia - Jijo
Naduparambil

Philadelphia - John
Vilangattuserril

Sacramento - Subi Kallattu

Sacramento - Shijo
Moothedathu

Sacramento - Stacy
Kunnassery

Sacramento - Jobin
Marangattil

San Antonio - Regina
Karakkatt

San Antonio - Shanty
Kurikilumkunnel

San Antonio - Stoby Thottam
San Antonio - Seby Cheruvil

00 Oy 8 0 0 000 00 wmo ao

0 0 0O 000 orngE

San Jose - Shibu Palakattu

San Jose - Anish
Puthuparambil

San Jose - Laiba Puthiyedam
San Jose - Susan
Thengumtharayil

San Jose - Manu Peringelil
San Jose - Philip
Chemmarapally

San Jose - Stephen Ullattil
San Jose - Alphy Kannalayil
San Jose - Mathew
Thuruthelpeedikayil

San Jose - Abhilash
Maravettikoottathil

San Jose - Klefy
Kokkaravalayil

Tampa - Jayamol
Moosariparambil
Tampa - Shobin Puthusseril

Tampa - Togimon
Paithuruthel
Tampa - Anitha
Chemmarapally

Tampa - Jacob
Vanchipurackal

Tampa - James Illikal
Tampa - Jaimon Vettukallel
Tampa - Joby Uralil

Tampa - Pappachan
Pattathuveliyil

Tampa - Vinod Moolavalliyil
Tampa - Savitha Pulickal
Tampa - Tino
Myalkarapurath
Washington - Jose
Mattathilparampil
Washington - Abey
Anchakunnath

Washington - Tomy
Thekkanattu
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KCWFNA - Danny
Pallattumadam

KCWFNA - Maria Kaitharam

KCWEFNA - Alice
Chamakalayil

KCYLNA - Alvin Pinarkyil

KCYLNA - Sneha
Palapuzhamattom

KCYLNA - Sheryl Cherukara

KCYNA - Punnoose
Vanchipurackal

KCYNA - Luke Kunnel
KCYNA - Alvin Mukalel

KCCNA Ex Officio - Shaji
Edat

KCCNA Ex Officio - Ajish
Thamarathu

Spiritual Director - Boban
Vattampurath




	MEETING MINUTES 
	Location - Knanaya Catholic Society of Chicago, Knanaya Center 

